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By Hannah Kinzer 

It’s inevitable. As you drive home full and satisfied from your scrumptious Thanksgiving 
dinner and as the evening starts to set in, you will see it: at first a dim glow from far down 
the road. You look closer and as you approach the strange lights and then groan in 
revulsion. Christmas lights. 

Every year it seems more and more stores want to “beat the competition” and put out their 
holiday displays first. Likewise, perhaps the same phenomenon occurs between neighbors 
as holiday lights are put up. Meager Thanksgiving decorations are swapped out for 
superfluous amounts of holiday adornment. Thanksgiving out, Christmas in. In the fast 
paced world of today, Thanksgiving stands as a quiet calm before the storm. With such a 
rapid change in scenery do we truly take the time to appreciate Thanksgiving? 

After all, I love Thanksgiving time. It’s one of the only times each year we are encouraged 
to eat mountains amounts of food, play games, and just sit around and talk to relatives. For 
me, Thanksgiving always means a trip to the extended family. Every time we get together 
we realize we don’t see each other nearly as often as we should. We play Monopoly, 
Scrabble, and Life while we watch a movie and tell jokes. But when Thanksgiving is over, 
the memories and atmosphere are shoved aside to make way for the more glamorous and 
inevitably stressful holiday season. People begin to panic as they scramble to collect gifts, 
make wish lists, and finalize plans. With all the excitement, the full effects of 
Thanksgiving are lost and promptly forgotten. With all the stress of the holiday season, 
Thanksgiving should be cherished not ignored. So savor the meal, don’t cut it short. 
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